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A public information project sponsored by the Global Philadelphia Association  
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BULLETIN NO. 2 – March 27, 2015 

PHILADELPHIA’S CANDIDACY TO BECOME THE FIRST WORLD HERITAGE 

CITY IN THE UNITED STATES AND AN INTRODUCTION TO THE MEMBERSHIP 

OF THE GLOBAL PHILADELPHIA ASSOCIATION. 

 

Philadelphia, PA – Philadelphia is on the cusp of becoming the first city in the United States to 

obtain World Heritage City status.  Admission to the Organization of World Heritage Cities 

(OWHC) will serve as a major designation for the City of Philadelphia, and will, when achieved 

in November, be a fundamental game changer for the city. Candidates for public office in 

Philadelphia should understand that during their forthcoming service, World Heritage City status 

will present an array of opportunities. 

Founded on September 8, 1993 in Fez, Morocco, the OWHC is composed of 250 cities with a 

combined population of over 130 million.  Philadelphia can lead the United States on the global 

stage as the first and only U.S. city to become a World Heritage City.  As the epicenter for 

America’s implementation of Enlightenment values in government and society, Philadelphia is 

an ideal candidate for World Heritage City status.   

Within OWHC, the cities are represented by their Mayors with the active participation of their 

heritage management specialists, representatives, and ambassadors.  The primary objectives of 

the OWHC are to favor the implementation of the World Heritage Convention, to encourage co-

operation and the exchange of information and expertise on matters of conservation and 

management as well as to develop a sense of solidarity among its member cities. The Mayors of 

World Heritage cities make up the General Assembly, the Organization’s paramount authority.  

The Board of Directors is made up of eight Mayors elected by the General Assembly.  

Candidates for office should go “all-in” on Philadelphia’s promising endeavor to stand out as an 

internationally-oriented U.S. city.  The promotion and opportunities World Heritage City status 

will afford are many: global competitiveness, enhanced stature of the Philadelphia brand, new 
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business, increased tourism and conferences, revenue for arts and culture, increased land and 

property values, grants and investments, promotion of sustainable practice, and global network 

accessibility.  Please find one of our promotional slideshows attached.   

Global Philadelphia Association is helping to lead the charge for entering the OWHC.  Our 

members are civic-minded and are engaged in promoting our city internationally.  Please find a 

list of our current members attached to this Bulletin.    

For further information, please contact Kris Walski at walskik@gmail.com or Zabeth 

Teelucksingh at zabeth.teelucksingh@globalphiladelphia.org or call 215-851-8112. 

mailto:walskik@gmail.com
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