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neighborhood.  Philadelphia’s Mayor and the members of City Council must therefore take an 
active role in encouraging strong and futuristic school policies.  It is time to re-think the 
paradigm about what we teach a generation of global citizens. 

With or without direct control of the schools, a modern Mayor and Council can be thought of as 
leaders and initiative supporters in bringing broader perspectives to the classroom.  For their part, 
many innovative schools and teachers have adopted lesson plans, trips abroad, and the internet to 
teach global values.  Our students can become better citizens locally and globally by learning 
about diverse cultures in our increasingly diverse city and region. Good, productive citizenship 
requires an appreciation for nuances of culture and language and how decisions in one place can 
have environmental impact in another.  Moreover, future workers will be better able to 
participate on a level playing field with the rest of the region and world in hospitality, commerce, 
science, and technology.   

From science and culture to sports and politics, ideas and capital are crossing borders and 
spanning the world. The globalization of business, advances in technology, and the acceleration 
of migration increasingly require the ability to work on a global scale. As a result of this new 
connectivity, the next generation of global citizens will need to be far more knowledgeable about 
world regions and global issues, to speak the languages of our neighbors, and to be able to 
communicate across cultures.  

As Philadelphians, one could say that we have a leg up.  The Founding Fathers have a lot to 
teach our students about global interdependence.  They saw that the 13 colonies would prosper if 
they cooperated and overcame the barriers between and among them.  Today’s schoolchildren, 
tomorrow’s adults, will be living in a still wider world.  Here, too, however, cooperation among 
different peoples and the overcoming of barriers will be absolutely essential. 

Of course, in this new world there is new competition.  We must “up our game” if we are to meet 
that competition.  Our students must emerge from schools globally competent, prepared to 
compete, connect, and cooperate with their generation around the world.   
 
Fortunately, our great universities and colleges have plunged into the international swim.  
Talented foreign students come from all over the globe to study here.  The entire city would 
benefit if there were more ways to keep their brainpower here after their graduation.  And 
students from this area are increasingly finding opportunities to study abroad.  When they come 
back, they have become more “global” and are better equipped to help the city and region 
prosper in the global economy.  Here the question is different, but equally important: How can 
we take greater advantage of the opportunities that these phenomena offer? 

Please see the attached materials to learn more about organizations and projects for promoting 
global learning and skills. 

For further information, please contact Kris Walski at walskik@gmail.com or Zabeth 
Teelucksingh at zabeth.teelucksingh@globalphiladelphia.org or call 215-851-8112.  


















































